
Welcome to St. Paul’s Elkins Park Church 
An Inclusive Multicultural Episcopal Church 

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
October 4, 2026, 9:00 a.m. 

 
We are on a mission to know Christ; to make Christ known in our community; 

and to follow His Way of compassion and service to others. 
 

The Rev. John D. Daniels, Priest in Charge 
The Rev. Simpson Coriolan, Priest Associate 

David Antony Lofton, Music Director 
Tessika McClendon, Soprano 
Veronica Flemings, Acolyte 

 
Holy Eucharist (BCP 355) 

 
Prelude: Break Thou the Bread of Life   arr. Melody Bober 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
Opening Hymn: All Creatures of our God and King BLUE #400 vs. 1, 2, 3 
 
The Word of God (BCP 355) 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Hymn of Glory: Glorious is the Name of Jesus  LEVAS #63 
 
The Collect of the Day (BCP 357) 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

  Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear 
than we to pray, and art wont to give more than either we desire or deserve: Pour 
down upon us the abundance of thy mercy, forgiving us those things whereof our 
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to 
ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord; who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



 
The First Lesson: A reading from Exodus 20: 1-4, 7-9, 12,20 

Then God spoke all these words, I am the Lord your God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods 
before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the 
water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord 
your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember 
the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, male or female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of 
the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood 
at a distance and said to Moses, you speak to us, and we will listen, but do not let 
God speak to us, lest we die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, for God 
has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not 
sin. 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 19 (BCP 606-07) 

The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
One day tells its tale to another, * 



and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard. 
Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
The law of the Lord is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
The statutes of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 
By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 
Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 



then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 
 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
The Second Lesson: A reading from Philippians 3:4 B-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on 
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, 
these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming 
like him in his death, if somehow, I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press 
on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I 
do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn: Christ is Made the Sure Foundation  BLUE #518 vs. 1, 2 
 
The Gospel: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
21:23-32 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they 
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did 
you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for 
all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind 
and went. The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, 
sir,’ but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did 
not change your minds and believe him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Homily: The Rev. John D. Daniels 
 
The Nicene Creed (BCP 358) 
Celebrant: Our Affirmation of Trust in All that is Holy 
People: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit, he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 



Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People (BCP 392 (Form VI)) 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
(Silence) 
For all people in their daily life and work. 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; for Daniel, our Diocesan Bishop; for John, our Priest 
in Charge; for Simpson, our Priest Associate; for David, our Music Director; for 
Tessika, our singer; for Veronica, our acolyte; for all bishops and other ministers, and 
for all people everywhere; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
(Silence) 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
(Silence) 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
(Silence) 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 



 
Confession (BCP 360) 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace (BCP 360) 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Words of Welcome and Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion (BCP 361) 
 
Offertory Anthem: Somebody I want Jesus to Walk with Me arr.EdwardBoatner 
   Tessika McClendon, Soprano 
 
The Doxology      BLUE #380 vs. 3 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving (BCP 361) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You have filled us and all creation with 
blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and 



knit us into on body. Through your Spirit, you replenish us and call us to fullness of 
life. 
 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing the hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 
 
Sanctus       BLUE #S130 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 



may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day your daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread (BCP 364) 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Agnus Dei        BLUE #S164 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus redeemer, redeemer of the world: 
Give us your peace, give us your peace. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Take 
them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Communion Anthem: There Is a Balm in Gilead  arr. Mark Hayes 
   Tessika McClendon, Soprano 
 
Post Communion Prayer (BCP 365) 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 



The Blessing 
The blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, be with you and 
with those you love, this day, and for ever more. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: Alleluia Sing to Jesus  BLUE #460 vs. 1, 2, 3 
 
The Dismissal (BCP 366) 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude: Basse de Fanfare in C Major    Paul Fey 
 

Please Join us for Coffee Hour in the Narthex following the service 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Schedule a meeting with Father John: If you would like to schedule a time to meet with Father 
John or want to speak with him at any time, please call at 484-983-7943. 
 
St. Paul’s Women’s book club is having brunch on Saturday October 24, 2026 at 9:00 AM. 
Location: 
First Watch- 1423 Old York Rd Abington PA 19001 
Contact Yeisha Hinds to RSVP 914-319-9363 or y_hinds@yahoo.com 
 
Friends of St. Paul's Restructuring Announcement. The Friends of St. Paul’s is restructuring 
and looking for church and community members to serve as board members and officers. If 
interested, please contact Carlene N. Welles at 757-206-3804 or cnbrd13@gmail.com. 
 
The Prayer Band: A small, but faithful group, the Prayer Band has continued to meet faithfully 
over the last 10+ years. The Prayer Band meets every other Monday at 6 p.m. on Zoom. The next 
meeting will be October 12, 2026 
Zoom ID: 85240760054; Password 728050. 
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry of St. Paul’s: The Prayer Shawl knitting group meets on the 2nd 
Saturday every month from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
St. Paul's Fall Birthday Celebration. Please join us on Saturday, November 14, from 1pm to 4pm 
at Jay Cooke Hall. For more details, contact Anneke, Carlene, Herb, or Yeisha. 
 
Friends of St. Paul's Elkins Park Presents: Holiday Pops Concert. Join us and celebrate the 
holiday season on Saturday, December 19 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets will be $25. 
 
Bright Lights Ministry – Hats and Mittens for St. Stephen’s Homeless Outreach. Our former 
deacon, Jeannie Sachs, is seeking knitted or crocheted hats and mittens for donation. They must be 
bright, vibrant, and colorful. Contact Jeannie at deaconjeannie@stpetersglenside.org or 215-877-
1765 ext. 403. 
 
Food Donations: Remember to donate to the Food Pantry Wagon located in the Narthex. 
 

October Birthdays 
 

3 – Sandra Farmer 7 – Desulien Pierrelus 
9 – Christian Stech 13 – Erica Moten 
24 – Bob Lockyer  
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